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DIRECTORS CORNER

Tim Lewicki
Arlington Chapter Director

He is Risen! Alleluia! 

Happy Easter, NPM!  

I hope your celebrations during Holy Week went smoothly and you have 
had some time to rest.  It never ceases to amaze me no matter how well-
planned or organized you are, there always seem to be last minute things 

to do!  I write this column in the days following the death of our Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, after praying and making music throughout Holy 
Week and the Triduum, and a special Mass at the parish on Easter Monday 
for the repose of Pope Francis. There are so many emotions and thoughts. 

I have fond memories of Pope Francis’ visit to Washington, DC in 
September 2015 for the canonization of St. Junipero Serra.  I had been asked 
to help audition singers for the choir, sang in the choir and as an alum with 
the Catholic University of America’s Chamber Choir - so much music!  
Shortly after the Mass, I wrote for my music ministry at the time:  

As the Popemobile turned onto campus and into the sight of the 25,000 faithful gathered, the Washington 
Symphonic Brass joyfully rang out a fanfare, introducing the choir's singing of Tu es Petrus - You are Peter 
and upon this rock I will build my church. We sang the ancient plainchant melody. The brass replied with 
another fanfare which led into the singing of the French composer Maurice Duruflé’s motet based on the 
same chant. A third brass interlude led into the third piece of our Papal Welcome Set. It was at this point 
that our Holy Father, in his Popemobile, was right behind our music section. Standing in the back row, in 
front of the sole opening to our music tent, I turned to see him passing by. It was not until this moment I 
truly understood, "Wow, we're singing for the Pope!"

He pulled out such joy in the people he met and inspired much hope through his constant preaching of 
God’s mercy and love for all of us.  
When addressing the Italian Association of Saint Cecilia in 2019, Pope Francis said in part that making 
music during the liturgy is “a privilege, a gift from God to express the art of music and to assist 
participation in the divine mysteries.”1 How often can we get caught up in the details of making music and 
forget why it is what we do! He goes on to say he is sympathetic to the life of a pastoral musician:  
I know that your preparation involves sacrifice in terms of the availability of time to devote to rehearsals, to 
the involvement of people, to performances on feast days, when perhaps friends invite you to go for a walk. 
Many times! But your dedication to the liturgy and its music represents a way of evangelization at all levels, 
from children to adults. In fact, the liturgy is the first “teacher” of catechism. Do not forget this: the liturgy is 
the first “teacher” of catechism.2

How true is that?  To craft our art requires much time in study and rehearsal, personal practice on our 
instrument or ensemble practices – especially true in the weeks that lead up to Christmas and Easter!  I 
encourage you to read the rest of his address and to read and study his Apostolic letter Desiderio Desideravi, 
which deals with the liturgical formation of the people of God.  
In these coming days, please pray for the peaceful repose of Pope Francis and for the church during this 
time between pontificates. Pray also for the Holy Spirit to guide the Cardinal electors as they enter the 
Conclave on May 7. 

Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth!

1 Pope Francis Address to Musicians, 28 September 2019, https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
speeches/2019/september/documents/papa-francesco_20190928_scholae-cantorum.html
2 Ibid.

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20220629-lettera-ap-desiderio-desideravi.html
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Calendar of Events
2024-2025 Season

• August 6-7th - NPM on The Road 2025, Rosemont College, 
Philadelphia, PA

• NPM DC Chapter Dinner & Mass, September TBA
• November 15th - NPM DC/Arlington Choral Festival, St. 

Thomas More Cathedral, Arlington, VA

2025 - 2026 Season Coming Soon!
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In Memoriam

His Holiness Pope Francis passed away Monday, 
April 21, 2025, at the age of 88. 

      Pope Francis, born Jorge Mario Bergoglio on December 17, 1936, in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, served as the head of the Catholic Church from 2013 until his passing on 
April 21, 2025. He was the first pope from the Western Hemisphere, South America, 
and the Jesuit order. His papacy was marked by a profound commitment to humility, 
social justice, and environmental stewardship, including the influential encyclical 
*Laudato si’*. Known for his advocacy for the marginalized, historic apologies to 
survivors of clergy sexual abuse, and tireless support for migrants, Pope Francis's 
vision of "a poor church for the poor" inspired millions worldwide and left a lasting 
legacy on the Catholic Church and global efforts towards social justice and 
environmental sustainability.

For Liturgical Resources Compiled by NPM National Click Here!

https://npm.org/2025/04/22/pope-francis-in-memoriam/
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ALL CONCERTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC,  
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

FREE-WILL OFFERING GREATLY APPRECIATED.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.STANNDC.ORG

Andres Cardenes, Violin 	 Sunday, September 15, 2024 
Martin Labazevitch, Piano	

Washington Master Chorale* 	 Sunday, October 20, 2024 
Agata Miklavc, Violin	 Sunday, October 27, 2024  
Jason Solounias, Piano	

Amit Peled, Cello	 Sunday, November 17, 2024  
Martin Labazevitch, Piano	  

Mount Vernon Virtuosi,	 Sunday, December 15, 2024  
Amit Peled, Conductor

Washington Master Chorale 	 Thursday, December 19, 2024,   
Christmas Concert*	 7:30 pm

Nikita Fitenko, Katerina Zaitseva,  	 Sunday, January 26, 2025  
& Anastasia Fitenko, Piano	

Josu De Solaun Soto, Piano	 Sunday, February 16, 2025

Members of the Washington National Opera	 Sunday, March 2, 2025 
Chorus AGMA Relief Benefit Concert	

Mount Vernon Virtuosi, 	 Sunday, March 16, 2025 
Amit Peled, Conductor	

Alexander Kobrin, Piano 	 Sunday, April 27, 2025

Nathan Laube, Organ	 Sunday, May 11, 2025

Mount Vernon Virtuosi, 	 Sunday, May 25, 2025 
Amit Peled, Conductor

 * Tickets Available: nparks@washingtonmasterchorale.org
Art music is an expression of the soul, and through the God-given gifts of a performer, can bring 
the listener closer to the source of all that is, Our Lord. Gifted artists, performing in our church, 
provide an opportunity for people who might not otherwise have the chance to experience this music 
performed live to do so in an environment that inspires the human spirit to seek a closer connection 
to God.

3:00 PM CONCERT SERIES 2024–2025

LOCATED ONE BLOCK SOUTH OF THE TENLE Y TOWN/AU ME TRO STATION 
(RED LINE) ON WISCONSIN AVENUE, N.W.

202.966.6288
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Chapter Director’s Journey with 
Sir James Macmillan to the Library of Congress

Katie Evans, Washington DC Chapter Director

On April 9th,  The Catholic University of 
America held a “Conversation with Sir 
James MacMillan,” renowned Catholic 

composer, under a special grant provided by the 
Lilly Foundation to the School of Theology and 
Religious Studies, directed by Dr. Jem Sullivan. 
The grant provides the web resource, Welcoming 
Children in Worship which Sir James will be 
featured on for his approach to children in sacred 
music and the relationship of Music, Beauty, and 
Faith. The CUA Chamber Choir, under the 
direction of Sacred Music Director, Peter Kadeli, 
performed pieces of MacMillan's specifically for 
young and adolescent voices. When Kadeli asked 
what words of advice MacMillan had for Music 
Directors, he simply said, “Love God. Love the 
Church. Love Jesus.”  It was an extraordinary 
evening, but that was only the beginning for this 
Chapter Director. 

As one of a small team to support the work of 
Welcoming Children in Worship, I was fortunate 
to attend the next day’s session at the Library of 
Congress Manuscripts and Rare books collections, 
where Sir James met with specialists in the 
Theodore Roosevelt reading room. Some of the 
original manuscripts brought out were, from 
Mozart, Beethoven, Britten, Copland, Bernstein, 
and Sondheim. To see these originals and the 
penmanship and markings of these composers 
gave light to their journey of discovery within 
their composition. The largest rare book we 
viewed was a late medieval Franciscan Gradual 
from Northern Italy, in the 15th Century, that 
contained the propers from Advent to Holy Week. 
Sir James MacMillan and the rest of us were in 
awe of the manuscripts, taking pictures and 
feeling pages where we could. 

It was an amazing experience between the night before with MacMillan and the 
Chamber Choir performance, to the intellectual discovery at the Library of Congress with 
our intimate troupe of clerics,  music and theology specialists. Each individual had their 
own pilgrimage within the spiritual and the divine of what was encountered during those 
two days. It was just what was needed to inspire this Music Director to begin her journey 
into Holy Week. 
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By: Alberto M.  Cortez

Interview
Young Voices in Sacred Music at The Catholic University of America
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Aidan Feeney, Catholic ‘26, is a Music 
Composition major from LaPorte, IN. In this 
two part interview series. I wanted to focus 

on what attracts young adults to Sacred Music. 
Aidan provided me with wonderful insights into 
his journey with Sacred Music.

Alberto: What inspired you to get involved in 
sacred music?

Aidan Feeney: I’ve always had a deep love for the 
Liturgy. Before I was involved in sacred music, I 
was an altar server, which afforded me the 
opportunity to just fall in love with the Liturgy and 
specifically the Mass in a special way. A few 
months after my Confirmation, I was given the 
opportunity to start accompanying one of our 
parish choirs on piano, and my involvement in 
sacred music just blossomed from there.

Alberto: How has participating in sacred music 
impacted your faith journey?

Aidan: I think one of the things that every sacred 
musician has to contend with at one point or 
another is the temptation to begin thinking about 
what we’re doing as “work,” in the sense of 
disconnected drudgery, especially when we’re so 
focused on perfection. I had to contend with this 
very early on. But by the Grace of God, I was able 
to offer this feeling of drudgery back to Him, and 
little by little, I was able to detach myself from the 
work and focus on the worship. It takes time, 
practice, and a lot of perseverance, but it is 
possible, and it has affected my relationship with 
my faith so much as a musician, but even more so 
as a person.

Alberto: How do you feel sacred music contributes 
to the liturgy experience?

Aidan: The first thing to realize is that the Mass is 
already Perfect. Good sacred music of all kinds 
draws us into the reality that is already present. It 
helps predispose us to worship God, to adore Him, 
to surrender ourselves entirely to Him. Once we 
realize that sacred music does not add to the Mass, 
but rather worships with the Mass, it is then that 
we can worship God most effectively through 
sacred music.

Alberto: What Advice would you have to other 
young people interested in sacred music?

Aidan: If you are interested in getting involved, 
praise God, first of all, for the gift of your talents 
which you are dedicating to His service! That said, 
I make a conscious effort not to praise the idols that 
hide in this space: you are not God, neither is 
sacred music nor the liturgy. Only God is God, and 
only He deserves our praise.

You will be most fulfilled as a sacred musician 
when you realize that God doesn’t need your 
music, but that He relishes in it as a pure gift of our 
hearts to His.

If you are just interested in sacred music as a listener, 
my advice would be to begin seeing it as a prayer, and 
to pray with it. Let the sacred music you hear be a 
springboard for your own personal prayer. Some of my 
best moments of prayer have come from reflecting and 
praying with the sacred music I hear around me.

Alberto: Are their any particular composers or 
musicians who have influenced your approach to 
sacred music?

Aidan: I participate in sacred music both as a musician 
and as a composer. As a musician, I find myself greatly 
influenced by the director of the Catholic University 
Schola Cantorum of which I’m a part. Her focus on 
beauty in the Liturgy is very close to my heart. I have 
also been very much inspired by the focus of Praise 
and Worship leaders on praising God with one’s whole 
person, and the participation in the making of sacred 
music is a beautiful way to involve one’s whole self in 
praising God. As a composer, I take a lot of inspiration 
from the Renaissance masters such as Palestrina and 
Victoria, as well as from recent composers such as Sir 
James MacMillan, in working to write music that is 
also prayer and praise to God.

Alberto: What is one thing you want others to know 
about sacred music? 

Aidan: We are not performers; we are servants of God 
through the Liturgy. In this sense, we are just like 
everyone else in the congregation. But we have been 
given the weighty task of helping others to pray to and 
praise God through our music. An inhuman task, I 
would say, which is why one of my favorite passages 
of Scripture as a sacred musician is: “Lord, open my 
lips: and my mouth will declare your praise”(Psalm 
51:15). This is God’s work, and we get to be active 
participants in actualizing it.

Alberto: Where do you see yourself in the future in 
terms of involvement with sacred music?

Aidan: I hope to eventually become a sacred music 
director at a parish: to put to service the good work I 
have done as an accompanist, a chorister, a conductor, 
and a composer. I would love to build a sacred music 
program at a parish in my native Northern Indiana, to 
infuse the Liturgy with beautiful sacred music, to help 
the congregation to pray and praise God through it. 
This is a subtle, yet powerful way to preach the Gospel 
and touch the hearts of many for Christ.

Alberto: How often do you meet with colleagues about 
you music ministry?

Aidan: I see my fellow Schola members at least twice 
weekly for rehearsal and for Mass itself. But apart from 
this obvious schedule, I speak with them and my 
director multiple times a week, casually and seriously, 
about what we do and how we do it. The community 
aspect of music ministry is one of the most important 
parts of it, for we all praise God together, and our 
mission is one and the same. 

Editor Notes: Second part of series in July/August 
newsletter.
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       The Catholic University of America is excited to enter a new chapter of Sacred Music 
with the arrival of Dr. Peter Kadeli, Head of Sacred Music and Director of Choral Activities. 
Catholic University’s Master of Music in Sacred Music offers a thorough immersion in 
liturgical, theoretical, and historical studies with superlative standards of musical 
performance to provide an unparalleled platform for training highly motivated student 
musicians to thrive in significant positions in service to the Church, nation, and world. The 
choral program at Catholic is dedicated to commissioning, recording, and premiering the 
sacred works of living composers. Spring 2025 will feature the works of James MacMillan, 
Ryan Everson, and Giorgio Navarini. Positioned at the heart of the nation's capital, Catholic 
University’s Sacred Music program enjoys impactful collaborations within the vibrant and 
culturally rich arts scene of Washington, D.C.

Learn more about the Sacred Music program offerings and how to apply here! 

Sacred Music 
at 

The Catholic University of America

https://music.catholic.edu/sacred-music/index.html
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NPM DC Lenten Retreat Reflection 
March 29, 2025

“The Glory of These Forty Days”

We celebrate with songs of praise,

For Christ, by whom all things were made,

Himself has fasted and has prayed.”

This Lenten hymn is a somber-sounding tune in E minor—yet in its text, we sing of the glory of Lent, as it is 
celebrated and sung for the Lord, even as we fast and pray as He had done. The joy is muted, but unmistakeable. 
Our morning with Fr. Nepi at Whitefriars Hall was, in every sense, a retreat, away from the intense pace of Holy 
Week planning and rehearsals; and toward reflection upon Lenten joy and hope with quiet contemplation, and 
space for grace. Fr. Nepi expertly led our group of 22 musicians and liturgists in deep breaths into peaceful 
silence. He asked insightful questions for reflection and discussion. The Carmelites’ hospitality, including our 
use of Whitefriars Hall Chapel and their dining  room, and the musical leadership by Rawn Habour (Sp) is 
gratefully  acknowledged. It was  a memorable retreat.

Diane Yendrey

NPM DC Chapter Secretary

Morning prayer 

Attendee’s of Lenten Retreat 

Fr. Nepi talking to attendee’s

Enjoying fellowship
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C A L L  F O R  P A P E R S

After the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
in 2023, the Church began the process of evaluating 
and appreciating anew the rich and extensive 
legacy of his long life. As a scholar and a university 
professor, and as a Priest, Bishop, and Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
for almost a quarter of a century, Joseph Ratzinger 
was an undoubtedly influential voice in both the 
academy and ecclesiastical affairs. Following his 
election to the papacy in 2005, his work took on a 
new and even greater significance, introducing his 
writing and teaching to a new and greater audience.

Now that some time has passed since the conclusion 
of so eminent a life, the 2025 Annual Conference of 
The Society for Catholic Liturgy will examine the 
contribution of Joseph Ratzinger-Benedict XVI to the 
Church’s understanding and celebration of the sacred 
liturgy. This coincides both with the 25th anniversary 
of the publication in English of his most famous work, 
The Spirit of the Liturgy, and with the Society’s own 
30th anniversary (1995-2025).

Proposals are therefore sought from scholars across 
the disciplines for the 2025 Annual Conference of the 
Society for Catholic Liturgy, to be held at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, DC from 
September 25-26, 2025. Successful submissions will 
touch on some specific element of the liturgical work 

of Ratzinger-Benedict XVI, and seek to contribute 
to the conference’s overarching question: What is his 
liturgical legacy for the Church and for the world? 

Papers will be in two categories: full papers (30 
minutes) and student papers (20 minutes). All 
presenters will deliver a written, scholarly paper, and 
are encouraged to submit their work for peer-review 
and potential publication in the Society’s periodical, 

Antiphon: A Journal for Liturgical Renewal.

Abstracts of no more than 250 words are to be sent 
in PDF to the Rev. David Friel, S.T.D., (vicepresident@
liturgysociety.org) by April 1, 2025.

Further information regarding registration and 
accommodation will be available in early 2025 at our 
website, liturgysociety.org.

Notes for Student Proposals: 
The Society especially welcomes contributions from 
graduate students across the disciplines who wish to 
address the conference theme. Students are invited to 
propose papers based on: 1) the theme outlined above, 
and 2) some relevant aspect of their present academic 
research. Student proposals are to be submitted together 
with a Letter of Recommendation from the student’s 
advisor or director indicating suitability and relevance 
to the conference topic. Priority will be given to Student 
Members of the Society. Membership criteria and other 
information may be found at our website.

F U R T H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  I N C L U D I N G  R E G I S T R AT I O N  

A N D  A C C O M M O D AT I O N ,  W I L L  B E  AVA I L A B L E  I N  

E A R LY  2 0 2 5  AT  O U R  W E B S I T E ,  L I T U R G Y S O C I E T Y. O R G . 

The Spirit of the Liturgy 
The Liturgical Legacy of Joseph Ratzinger-Benedict XVI

S E P T E M B E R  2 5 - 2 6 ,  2 0 2 5
T H E  C AT H O L I C  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A M E R I C A , WA S H I N G TO N , D C

A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 2 5
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Music Director 
Wanted

NPM DC Board is seeking a Music Director to lead the choir 
for the NPM DC Annual Mass & Dinner at the Pastoral 
Center in Sept/Oct 2025. Date still to be determined, but the 
director would have a say along with the ADW. The director 
would bring his or her own choir and have them prepared to 
lead the event. If bilingual or Spanish option, this is even 
better. 

The Board will be seeking applicants until July 1.

EMAIL TO APPLY
washingtondc@npm.org



Page 19



Page 20

What’s Going on At your Parish?
Do you have an event going on at your parish? Do you have something to 
say or would like to share about your ministry and/or formation? The 
newsletter is published every other month. Please give all submissions to 
Katie Evans at WashingtonDC@npm.org and they will be accepted for 
social media/communications ASAP, no waiting for the newsletter!

MEMBERSHIP ALERT!

The Local Chapters only receive memberships dues through the National 
Office. When you renew or join you MUS elect which local Chapter, or the 
Local Chapters will not receive the funding. This makes programming 
events and workshops hard fr our local area, so PLEASE PLEASE 
designate your local Chapter when renewing Membership at www.npm.org. 
If you are unsure, please contact Keisna Sosa at membership@npm.org and 
she will help you!

NPM DC Hospitality Coordinator Open Position

Plans and oversees refreshments and hospitality for Chapter meetings and 
events, drawing on the assistance of other Chapter members and members 
of the host venue as appropriate.  Current board member serving in this 
position is willing to help in transition to the new Coordinator, and to 
continue to advise and assist as needed. If interested please reach to 
washingtondc@npm.org
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Washington DC
Katie Evans, Director WashingtonDC@npm.org 

Mark Kozeal, Treasurer, markkozeal@gmail.com 202-329-1701

John Henderson, Membership, johnchenderson@gmail.com

Diane Yendrey, Secretary, dyendrey98@gmail.com 301-349-2213

Amy Massey, Social Media, music@mothersetonparish.org 301-924-3838, ext. 215

Lorraine Kuchmy, Webmaster, Lmk23@his.com

Anthony Vara, Program Coordinator, tvaras@trinity.org

Alberto Cortez, Newsletter Editor, corteza@cua.edu

Mary McCullough, So. MD Representative, mary.mccullough70@gmail.com

Remi Bauer, Program Coordinator, 301-926-7263

Arlington, VA
Tim Lewicki, Director, tlewicki@allsaintsva.org 571-516-3141

Fr. Donald Rooney, Chaplain, frdonrooney@stbernpar.org

Anne Shingler, Secretary, anne.shingler@verizon.net 703-360-8029

Bob Malinowski, Treasurer, rlm7680@gmail.com 703-569-4092

David Mathers, Membership, dmathers@stbernpar.org 703-451-8576, ext. 112

Hannah Masson, Prayer Coordinator, hmasson@pbcconline.com 540-825-8945

Eugene Harper, Past Director, music_director@stjosephva.org 703-862-7822

Lorena Sernett, At-Large, lsernett@sjcherndon.org

Rosemarie Spollen, Social Media, r.spollen@gs-cc.org
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